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PA STATE FUNDED SERVICE CONTACTS 

FOR ANY AGE PERSON AFFECTED BY BRAIN INJURY

Numbers correspond to the columns in State Funded Services Chart

Please send corrections - 07/29/2005
Barbara A. Dively
DICTIONARY FOR STATE FUNDED SERVICES CHART 07/29/2005
CommCare Waiver - For persons who sustained a traumatic brain injury and are now at least 21 years of age. See 

www.dpw.state.pa.us/Disable/HomeCommServices/003670179.htm for eligibility and services.  Call 800-757-5042. 

DLI = Department of Labor & Industry, www.dli.state.pa.us/. For disability services - 

www.dli.state.pa.us/landi/cwp/view.asp?a=195&Q=68442&landiRNavradC6865=|&landiRNavrad5FDD2=|

DOH = Department of Health

DPW = Department of Public Welfare - www.dpw.state.pa.us 
EAR. INT. = Early Intervention - for children from birth to age three or when they enter school. Enter "early intervention" into the search function on the PaTTAN website. Also, see www.dpw.state.pa.us/General/003670494.aspx

EPSDT = Early & Periodic Screening, Diagnosis & Treatment, a section of federal Medicaid law that entitles children to medical care and pays about one half of the cost of services - the state paying the other half. www.dpw.state.pa.us/oimpolicymanuals/manuals/bop/ma/309/309-04.htm. Calls should be directed to Donna Howd at 1-800-543-7633. EPSDT will pay for physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech & language therapy, help with deafness or blindness, etc. EPSDT should pay for all services needed by Medicaid-eligible children under 21. All disabled children are eligible for Medicaid without regard for parent financial information. 
Fee for Service = AccessPlus, this applies in 42 counties, www.dpw.state.pa.us/Health/AccessPlusMngdCare/

HIP or PHIP = Pennsylvania Head Injury Program in DOH. Regulations at www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/lib/health/Pennsylvania_Code.ps.pdf.  Persons must be at least 21 and have sustained their traumatic brain injury after July 2, 1985.  Contact the Brain Injury Association of Pennsylvania at 866-635-7097 for help in completing your application and assembling the necessary documents. Also, for help in considering your options. For a brochure with more information, go to: www.biapa.org and choose the Head Injury Program. 

I.E.P. = Individualized Educational Program. A child in special education will always have an I.E.P. Also, a child who does not need special education may need accommodation under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (called Chapter 15). For help, call the Special Education Consult Line at 1-800-879-2301. 

To prolong services, graduation can be delayed to age 21. 

From age 14 to 21, children with disabilities are entitled to transition services. This means that OVR will meet to discuss planning for the future. Often, this does not happen. Parents should request and educate themselves before the meeting as to what services are needed to prepare the child for the future, or needed for the child after graduation to enable the child to continue an educational plan, live independently, and/or join the workforce. 

Independence Waiver - Supports to remain in the community. Beginning at age 21. Generally, person must be able to direct their assistant, or have a family member who can provide direction. Call 800-757-5042.
I.U.'s = Intermediate Units, 36 I.U.TBI Consultants are listed on PaTTAN website. Contact your local I.U. 
MA-BehH = Using Medical Assistance or Medical Access for behavioral health care providers

MA-PhysH = Using Medical Assistance or Medical Access for physical health care providers

MCO = Managed Care Organizations = the rest of the counties - coordination between providers assured,

www.dpw.state.pa.us/Health/HealthChoiceManagedCare/003671662.htm

MR 70> = Persons experiencing an IQ of under 70 prior to age 22 are served by the mental retardation system in PA, regardless of the cause. 
OBRA = Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act Waiver - for persons 18 and older who became disabled prior to the age of 22. Call 800-757-5042. www.dpw.state.pa.us/disable/altnursehomes/003670916.htm. 
OBRA '89 = Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989 - expanded EPSDT to include all services needed by Medicaid-eligible children under age 21 to improve any condition. 
OMAP = Office of Medical Assistance Programs - http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/Health/

Site map: http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap/news/omapmap.asp

The state OMAP office sets the model contract for physical health care and uses that contract to sign agreements with physical health care service providers. For difficulties applying, contact 800-692-7462. For concerns after approval, contact 800-543-7633. Disabled children under 21 are eligible regardless of parents income or assets. 
OMHSAS = Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, www.dpw.state.pa.us/Health/

www.dpw.state.pa.us/General/003670494.aspx. The state OMHSAS office sets the model contract for counties to use in contracting with behavioral health care providers. You will automatically be assigned to a behavioral health care provider when you apply for your Medical Access card. The 1992 federal SAMHSA definition of serious mental illness includes brain injury and Alaska provides brain injury rehabilitation through their mental health system. Serious mental illness means age 18 or older, condition listed in the DSM-IV, certain functional limitations. OBRA '89 requires disabled children to be provided with all services, regardless of diagnosis.  
OMR = Office of Mental Retardation in DPW - services to children and adults with IQ of 70 or less. Waiver available for children beginning at age 4. 
www.dpw.state.pa.us/disable/mentalretardationservices/servicesupport/003670129.htm

OSP = Office of Social Programs in DPW - manages various waivers. Waivers allow Medicaid payment for services for disabled persons in the community. Call 800-757-5042.  www.dpw.state.pa.us/Disable/HomeCommServices
OVR = Office of Vocational Rehabilitation within DLI, www.dli.state.pa.us/landi/cwp/view.asp?a=128&Q=168255. See blue pages.
PDE = Department of Education, www.pde.state.pa.us/pde_internet/taxonomy/pde_site_index.asp

School Based Access = A Medicaid information management/billing system handled by Leader Services for which 500 PA schools have signed up. This allows schools to receive partial federal reimbursement 
(presumably under EPSDT) for Medicaid eligible services provided to a child during the school day. This is a joint effort with the PA DOE, the Federal Centers for Medicaid & Medicare, PA DPW, and the PDE contractor, Leader Services. For the 2003-2004 Leader Report to the Commonwealth, see www.leaderservices.com/pa/programsummaries/pde_report_03-04.pdf. For Pennsylvania, see www.leaderservices.com/pa/index.asp.  For information about Leader, www.leaderservices.com/about/index.asp.  "The list of services which can be billed to Medicaid varies by state but generally includes speech therapy, physical therapy, nursing, personal care assistance, physician services, audiology, interpreter, orientation and mobility, psychiatric, and psychological services, among others." Services  to children are not limited by the menu of services that a state provides to adults. 

Student Assistance Program = A joint venture with DPW (OMHSAS), DOH (BDAP - Bureau of Drug & Alcohol Programs) and DOE (DSSSS - Division of Student and Safe School Services) to address student 
needs regarding mental health (includes brain injury), drugs and alcohol, to remove barriers to learning. www.dpw.state.pa.us/child/behavhealthservchildren/003670731.htm. 

Tech. dependent - Michael Dallas Waiver  - For persons of any age who require technological assistance (ventilators, etc.)

www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap/provinf/ltc/mdallaswaiver_factsheet.asp For more information, contact the Waiver Implementation Unit at 717-772-2525. 

Voc Rehab = Vocational Rehabilitation through OVR is available to all Pennsylvanians who meet eligibility requirements and need help to return to the workforce. Eligibility requirements do not apply to application and assessment which are available to all. Those with brain injury are urged to discuss any reason for rejection - as rejection may occur if the evaluator does not believe the applicant will be capable of competitive employment within about 18 months. Upon rejection or dissatisfaction, contact with an advocacy organization is suggested. 

REFERRING TO COLUMNS IN SERVICES CHART 05/02/2005
# 1 ----DPW  OMAP, MA-PhysH, Fee for Service + MCO

APPLY For Medical Access Card at your local county assistance office or ask your social worker

ELIGIBLE: All disabled children under 21 regardless of parent income. Co-pays over age 18. Financial criteria beginning at age 21.   

APPLY: HealthChoices Hotline 1-800-440-3989, TTY 1-800-618-4225
 

PROBLEMS APPLYING: 1-800-692-7462

PROBLEMS WHILE ON MEDICAID: 1-800-543-7633 
FEE-FOR-SERVICE CONTACT: Jean Whitehead RN, Certified Case Manager for all with brain injury, 717-772-6777

MANAGED CARE CONTACT: Your Special Needs advisor. 
# 2 ---- DPW OMHSAS, MA-BehH, Fee for Service + MCO

 APPLY: For Access Card: Go to your local county assistance office - or ask your social worker

ELIGIBLE: All children under age 21 needing behavioral health care services regardless of cause or  parent income. Co-pays over age 18. Beginning at age 21, appropriate services for those with brain injury may not be offered, and financial criteria may apply; however, brain injury is included in the federal SAMHSA definition of serious mental illness; person is 18 or older, code in the DSM-IV, and functional impairment. 

APPLY: For information, contact 1-800-543-7633

FEE-FOR-SERVICE: Jean Whitehead RN, Certified Case Manager for all with brain injury, 717-772-6777

MANAGED CARE: Contact your Special Needs advisor. 
# 3 ----DPW OMAP PDE, I.U.'s - EAR. INT., EPSDT

 Special Education, www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=105458. 
PaTTAN - PA Training & Technical Assistance Network, www.pattan.k12.pa.us/ (click on Traumatic Brain Injury in left side panel, scroll down to IU & PaTTAN TBI Consultants)
# 4 ----DPW OMAP PDE, MA SCHOOL BASED ACCESS

Services to Medicaid-eligible children during the school day. 

# 5 ----DPW OMAP EPSDT OT, PT, S&L, OBRA '89

In 1989, Congress passed OBRA '89 which expanded EPSDT. Now, all children under age 21 on Medicaid are entitled to services to ameliorate any condition. In Pennsylvania, parent income is not considered.  
#6 ----DPW OMR, MR 70>

Services for all persons whose IQ dropped below 70 prior to age 22.  
# 7 ----DLI+PDE, OVR + I.E.P.

Beginning  at age 14,  transition planning for school students. 
# 8 ----PDE,  I.E.P.

A plan for services and supports for a child with special learning needs. 
#9 ----DLI, OVR, Voc Rehab

Beginning at 18, helping persons with disabilities return to work. 
#10 ----DOH, HIP

See PHIP or HIP in definitions.  
#11 ----DPW, OSP Waiv, OBRA

See OBRA in definitions. 

#12 ----DPW, OSP Waiv CommCare Waiv.

See CommCare Waiver in definitions. 

#13 ----DPW, OSP Waiv Independence Waiv.

See Independence Waiver in definitions. 

# 14 ---- DPW OSP Waiv Attendent Care + 150

Both of these Waivers - Provide help at home.  www.dpw.state.pa.us/Disable/HomeCommServices/003670176.htm. Call 800-757-5042. 
Attendent Care Waiver - Medicaid eligibility - assistance with activities of daily living
Act 150 Attendent Care - non-Medicaid - assistance with activities of daily living - sliding fee scale. 
# 16 ---- PDA Cty Aging

PDA = Department of Aging Cty Aging = Area Agencies on Aging and Adult Services are located in most counties. Call your local county Area Agency on Aging organization. See your local phone book.  For services offered - www.aging.state.pa.us/aging/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=197606

